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Preface
This volume contains scientific papers related to the EUROCOMB’09 meeting held in Bordeaux,
from 7–11th September 2009. Based on the suggestions of several program committeemembers,1 we
solicited 21 contributions which we believe reflect the high quality of the meeting. The extended
abstract of all the contributions to EUROCOMB’09 were published in Electronic Notes in Discrete
Mathematics (Volume 33, Pages 1–156 and Volume 34, Pages 1–672).
This occasion is the opportunity to recall the European Prize in Combinatorics. The European Prize
in Combinatorics is traditionally awarded biannually at EUROCOMB meetings. The award of 2500e
is founded with contributions of private companies, DIMATIA and academic institutions. The prize is
awarded to a European researcher not exceeding the age of 35 for his/her international achievements
in the field of combinatorics and related fields.
In 2009, the international jury consisted of Professor Noga Alon, Tel Aviv, Professor Endre
Szemerédi, Budapest, and Professor Jaroslav Nešetřil, Prague. The jury received several nominations
from individuals. By a unanimous decision the jury decided to award the two 2009 prizes.
One prize was awarded to Dr. Balázs Szegedy
for extensive research in algebraic combinatorics, and particularly for developing a novel
surprising approach to the study of the regularity lemma and removal lemma, using tools from
several mathematical disciplines.
The second prize was awarded to Dr. Peter Keevash
for extensive work in extremal combinatorics and in particular for the development and
application of the stability approach in the study of extremal problems for hypergraphs.
The prizes were awarded at a ceremony in the beautiful Bordeaux City Hall in the presence of
deputy mayor of Bordeaux Prof. Dr. Josy Reiffers (Chargé de l’emploi, du développement économique,
de la recherche et de l’enseignement supérieur).
Another festive moment was provided by the university of Bordeaux I which awarded the
honorable academic title ‘‘Docteur honoris causa de l’Université Bordeaux I’’ to Prof. Dr. Jaroslav
Nešetřil. The ceremony in the hall of the university was attended not only bymany participants of the
meeting but also by the students and facultymembers of University Bordeaux I including its president
Prof. Dr. Laurent Baudou, who chaired the ceremony and invited all participants to a reception. The
event got even a local press coverage.
1 See http://eurocomb09.labri.fr/pmwiki/pmwiki.php/Main/Comittees.
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We believe that this volume does not only reflect these festive moments but also shows the
quality and versatility of contemporary combinatorial research. To name just a few main areas let
us mention that our volume contains papers in structural graph theory (Habib, Stacho; Dvořák,
Giannopoulou, Thilikos; Rué, Stavropoulos, Thilikos), combinatorial decomposition techniques (Bui-
Xuan, Habib, Rao), combinatorial number theory (Teimoori Faal, Loebl), graph theory (Kühn, Osthus;
Kaiser, Vrána; Chen, Raspaud, Wang), extremal problems (Esperet, Kardoš, Král; Haxell, Kostochka,
Thomassé; Grossu, Hladký), (Fujita, Nakamigawa, Sakuma), discrete geometry (Barbosa, Coelho,
Dourado, Szwarcfiter; Fox, Pach) and algebraic techniques (Huang, Wong, Zhu; Rollová, Škoviera).
Needless to say this is just a rough division of topics as some of the papers could fit to more groups.
The division is also not exhaustive and several papers have for example an algorithmic motivation.
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We thank all our authors and all our referees for excellent work. We also thank the editors of
the European Journal of Combinatorics for suggesting how to organize this traditional volume. At the
business DIMATIA meeting it has been decided to hold the EUROCOMB’11 meeting in Budapest and
we wish the organizers and all of us an equally successful meeting.
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